RUSSIA:   U.S.S.R.   IN   EUROPE   AND   ASIA

fortress as well as the
home of emperors and
archbishops, but now
we find there most of
the offices of the Soviet
Government. Here
Marshal Joseph Stalin
receives distinguished
visitors.

Near at hand is the
renowned Red Square,
the forum of the city
and site of Lenin's
tomb, where gatherings
and parades of national
importance are held.
What was a maze of
ramshackle wooden
houses has now become
a spacious modern
capital with broad
streets, noble buildings
and every present-day
amenity for its 4
millions of virile people.

After Peter the Great.

Leningrad,   once
known  as  St.   Peters-
burg,   after   Peter  the
Great,    and    then   as
Petrograd,   was   given
its   present   name   in
honoured   memory   of
Vladimir Ilyich  Lenin
(1870-1924), founder of
the Soviet Union and its first President.
From  1713  to  1927 it was Russia's
capital and now ranks as the second
city.

Leningrad stands on the River Neva,
which is spanned by many bridges and
broken into channels, though the stream
is icebound from November to April.
Here we can find a State university,
St. Isaac's Cathedral with its gilded
dome, and a notable State library.
More than 3 millions of people live in
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THE VILLAGE CHURCH

We in Great Britaia have countless ancient village churches

and the building seen above, erected in 1714, is a little

village shrine of Russia. It has no fewer than twenty-two domes

and is to be found in the Province of Novgorod.

In Modern Russia.

The old Russia of the Tsars came
to its end during the Great War of
1914-1918, the very first stone of the
modem Soviet Union being laid in
1917. For a quarter of a century
after that date much evolution took
place and many changes came about
so that we find to-day a land
area large enough to hold the
United States three times over, or
England ninety times, with a popula-

this city, which is a vast manufacturing   tion of about 193 millions, all looking

centre with many interests in textiles,
shipbuilding, machinery and other in-
dustries.

to Moscow as their capital and to
Stalin as their premier and leader. Of
this prodigious number more than